68     THE ORIGIN AND PRINCIPLE OF

aristocratic State and of the culture and refinement
that went with it, were tru^r prophets than Plato
and Aristotle, who spent their great philosophic
genius in trying to regenerate a form of social and
political life which mankind had outgrown.

Now in the Stoic philosophy all these ambiguities
are cleared up. Stoicism is Cynicism enlarged,
deepened, idealised, freed from the violence and
exaggeration of men who were outlaws and rebels
against the social system under which they lived,
and transformed into the calm strength of a rational
faith. This may partly be explained by the history
of the founder of the Stoic school. Zeno got his
first initiation into philosophy from Crates the
Cynic, and his whole system bore such distinct traces
of the Cynic teaching that he was said to have
written his works on the dog's tail (an untranslatable
pun). But while he absorbed the lesson of the
Cynic, we are told that he was repelled by the
Cynic's outrages upon taste and decency: repelled
also, we may fairly add, by his narrowness and
hostility to culture. To this, however, Zeno found
a corrective in the teaching of another of the
Socratic schools; for we hear that he studied not
only under Crates, but also under Stilpo, the
Megarian. Now the peculiarity of the Megarian
school was that it had developed the principles of
Socrates in a diametrically opposite direction to that